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                                                                                              June 4, 2015 

                                                                                Karen Sullivan 

Defer Principal                                                                            

Dear Defer Families, 

As the school year comes to a close, our minds and hearts are filled to the brim. It’s been a 

great year! What a school! Together we’ve learned much and shared experiences that will long 

remain with us in the years to come. The strength of our community and wholehearted pas-

sion to make our school a wonderful place of learning for our children primarily but for all of us 

makes Defer truly a special place. 

Special thanks to all of you who have contributed in ways small, large and unimaginable! Copy-

ing for Thursday Folders, working in the clinic or the lunchroom, driving on field trips, helping 

with school pictures, providing food and/or organizing lunches for students and teachers, or-

ganizing events, working at these events, showing up to support your children, helping in the 

garden, serving on committees, sharing your talents, helping with traffic, picking up trash, par-

ticipating in PTO night meetings, brainstorming the “what ifs”… supporting our work in count-

less ways and providing the resources to do what we dream and know is good for children. 

Thanks for getting your kids to school on time each day, for kind notes of encouragement that 

mean so much, for sending your kids with healthy lunches obviously packed with love, for mak-

ing sure homework gets done… and turned in. Thank you for providing rich and engaging, well-

rounded experiences for your children and knowing that education is about joy, wonder and 

fostering curiosity, along with the development of social skills so needed to succeed. For these, 

and a million other things, we are truly grateful. 

To those of you who are leaving us for new places and adventures, we wish you all the best. 

Congratulations to our very capable 5th graders who are onto a new stage in their academic 

career! You are off to great places! 

For your calendaring pleasure, the first day of school begins on September 8th. Back-to-School 

Night is September 9th at 6:30 pm. 

Until then, enjoy a restful and replenishing summer with your families! 
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W.I.G. 

Wildly Important Goals 

This year as part of our School Improvement Plan at Defer each grade established a WIG goal.  The goal 

was based on studying student assessment data and looking specifically at a set of skills that students 

have not mastered at that grade.  All year long each grade charted their work and the growth students 

were making in this skill area on the WIG bulletin board.  As the school year comes to an end I’d like to 

share how we did with our goals.  We’re proud!!! 

Kindergarten Wig:   
Kindergarten students will show growth or meet the Kindergarten sight-word expectations for each 
card marking. 
Results:  85% of our Kindergarten students met or exceeded this goal and the 15% made significant 
growth. 
 
1st grade WIG: 
By June of 2015 90% of the first graders will meet or exceed the expected F & P reading level. 
Results:  86% of our 1st graders achieved this goal with the remaining 14% making significant progress. 
 
2nd grade WIG: 
100% of the 2nd grade students will score 80% or higher on solving problems with missing addends.   
Results:  97% of our 2nd graders achieved this goal of solving problems with missing addends. 
 
3rd grade WIG: 
95% of all 3rd grade students will read 110 words per minute by June,  2015 as evidenced by F & P 
testing. 
Results:  90% of our 3rd graders achieved the goal of reading 110 words per minute this year. 
 
4th grade WIG: 
80% of our students will score 3/3 points on our constructed response rubric by May of 2015. 
Results:  Students moved from 33% mastery of constructed response in the Fall to 84% in May, 2015. 
 
5th grade WIG: 
100% of 5th grade students will be proficient in recognizing, naming, and using equivalent fractions in 
the Spring of 2015. 
Results:  93% of the fifth grade students showed complete mastery of recognizing, naming, and using 
equivalent fractions.   
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Reminders from the office 

 

 All medications must be picked up by a parent or an adult no later than Thurs-

day, June 11th.  Any medications remaining in the office on Friday, Friday June 12th 

will be discarded.  We are unable to release any medications to students. 
 Are you moving?  Please stop in the office and let us know if your child will not be 

attending Defer next year.  We will also need to know the name of the school your 

child will be attending.  This information is necessary so the district can budget 

and staff appropriately. 
 Also, any moves within the district must be reported to the Enrollment/

Registration office at 389 St. Clair. 
 Lunch debts need to be paid in full by Tuesday, June 9th.  To check your 

child’s lunch account balance, sign into the Parent Portal on the Defer’s website.  

If you have any questions about your account, contact Sodexo at 313.432.3208. 

2015-2016 Important Dates 

September 8     School Resumes 

September 9     Back to School Night 

December 21-January 1    Winter Vacation 

February 15-February 19    Midwinter Vacation 

March 25-April 1              Spring Vacation 

  

 

It has been a pleasure working with your children for another school year.  We have enjoyed watch-

ing your children grow.  You should be very proud of each and every one of them!  We would also like 

to thank all of the parents that have volunteered in the clinic during the mornings and at lunch.  We 

really appreciate your help! 

We hope you have a safe, wonderful summer and look forward to seeing your children in the fall. 

Mrs. Lightbody and Ms. Hanna 
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   June 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

 

 

4 5 

 

Talent Show 

10:00-11:00 

6 

7 8 

 1st gr picnic 

10:30 Patterson Park 

9 

 2nd gr Picnic 

11:00 Patterson Park 

 3rd, 4th, 5th 

picnic 

10:30  Windmill 

 

PTO Meeting 7 pm 

10 
AM School Only 

 Kindergarten 

Picnic 9:00  

Patterson Park 

 

 10:00 Awards 

Assembly 

11 
AM School Only 

10:00  am  

5th Grade 

Promotion 

 

 

12 

 

 

Last day  

Teachers 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     
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Library News  

Students are wrapping up a fun year in the library! Here are some of the things they have been work-

ing on: Kindergarteners read nonfiction books finding facts about song birds; 1st graders studied about 

nutrition in nonfiction books and we also read some funny fiction stories on the topic; 2nd graders 

learned about Caldecott Award books and authors; 3rd graders completed research on an animal of 

their choice, recording notes/facts on their topic; 4th graders researched a topic in World Book online 

and turned their facts into clues for a game we called “8 Questions”; and 5th graders learned about 

website evaluation and did a group presentation on their favorite website. All in all, it was great year 

in the library! 

Please check out the Digital Picks that all the school librarians put together for great websites and 

apps to use for reading this summer. And be sure to stop by the public library for books, cd’s of rec-

orded books, and even ebooks, which will keep everyone in the family reading all summer. Plus, you 

can sign up online (or stop in) for the Summer Reading Club at any branch of the public library. Have a 

wonderful summer! 

Mrs. Quinlan, Defer Library Media Specialist 
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SAFETY/SERVICE 

2014-2015 
 

In May, Defer Safety/Service enjoyed their final fun night of the year.  It was a beautiful day to go to Windmill Pointe Park.  
We enjoyed hot dogs, fruit, snacks, drinks and desserts.  Thank you to those parents who so generously donated snacks, des-
serts and drove to the park.  Everyone enjoyed good fun, food and friends.  Thank you to Mr. Srebernak who grilled for us.  
Also, our chaperones Mrs.Weidig, Mrs. Brien, Mrs. Tengler, Mrs. Budziak, Mrs. Cielieska, Mr. Moorehead, and Mrs. Kramer.  

 

I hope you noticed all the awesome 4th graders who volunteered to take over for the 5th graders who went to camp.  They 
wore bright orange belts and I am so proud of all of them.  To volunteer for a job full of responsibility, is commendable.  

 

To all Safety/Service members who are finishing your time at Defer, you should be proud because you made Defer a better, 
safer place.  May you enjoy success in your future endeavors and remember to represent your alma mater, Defer Elementary 
in the best way. 

 

Safety/Service Member of the Month-May 
 

Safety:   Meredith Kramer 

Service: Andrew Marcaccio 

 

Safety/Service Member of the Month-June 
 

Safety:   ZB Hall 

               Henry McLean 

               Michael Tengler 

Service: Aleena Siddiqui 

                

If you see a Safety/Service member doing a good job, please tell them – their time is running out.  

 

Helen Srebernak 

Safety/Service Coordinator 
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Dear Reading Club Parents, 
 
Kindergarten through fifth grade Reading Club students will be able to 
access Headsprout, Reading Raz and Raz Rocket all summer long.  This 
is a wonderful opportunity to prevent “Summer Slide” where a student’s 
reading level slides backwards over the summer months.  
  
Passwords and other sign in information were sent home in a Summer 
School letter I sent home two weeks ago.  If your child does not have 
this information memorized or if you can’t locate the letter, please con-
tact your child’s classroom teacher for the Reading Raz login information 
in Kindergarten through third grade and contact me for Reading Club 

students in fourth and fifth grade.    
 
Try accessing the Reading Raz website by going to www.raz-kids.com 
from your Internet browser and click on “Login.” 
Then type in your teacher’s username and click “Go.”  Next, find your 
child’s name or symbol on the chart and click on that symbol.  Lastly, 
enter a picture password if prompted (some classes don’t use the pic-
ture password). 
   
For Headsprout Reading Comprehension go to Raz Kids login.  Under 

“Teacher Username” type in slohra or slohr0 and enter your child’s pass-
word.  We have practiced this in class.   
 
Your child has already been assigned a reading level and will earn points 
for reading stories, taking quizzes, or completing a level.   
Here is more information about the program from the Reading Raz web-
site: 
 

 
Star System 
Students earn stars for every book read and listened to, and quizzes 
and assignments successfully completed . 

http://www.raz-kids.com
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Also, check out Tumblebooks and Scholastic Bookflix on the Defer web-
site.  Go to the Defer website.  Click on “Libraries.”  Under “Libraries” 
click on “GPPS Library Reference Sources.”  Scroll down and you will 
find Scholastic Bookflix and Tumblebooks.   
Bookflix has a fiction book and a nonfiction book on a topic.  Your child 
can watch the story, read the book, solve puzzles and meet the author 
of the story.   
Tumblebooks allows students to read leveled books and play puzzles 

and games.  It also has graphic novels for our older students.   
Remember to read every day over the summer.  Have a wonderful sum-

mer! 

Suellen Lohr 

Reading Specialist 

Activities 
Stars 

Earned 

Practice Recording 10 

Listen 10 

Read 50 

Quiz Passed 100 

Perfect Quiz 150 

Running Record Completed 300 

Custom Assignment or 
Self- Paced Level Completed 

500 
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Board of Education 
Judy Gafa, President 

Daniel Roeske, Vice President 
Margaret Weertz, Secretary 

Brian Summerfield, Treasurer 
Ahmed Ismail, Trustee 

Cynthia Pangborn, Trustee 
Lois Valente, Trustee 

 

 

 Excellence in Education – Learning and Leading for Today and Tomorrow 

 

389 St. Clair Avenue 
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230 
Phone: (313) 432-3083 
Fax: (313) 432-3031 
www.gpschools.org 

 
 

      
   Office of the Superintendent 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

May 2015 
 

ATTENTION:  FAMILIES OF FIFTH AND EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS 
 

Effective Immediately 
 
 
The Board of Education feels strongly about enforcing our residency requirements and not 
opening our district to School of Choice options. Rather than incur the cost of a total district re-
registration, the administration is performing a total re-verification of students entering sixth 
and ninth grades. Families who have already verified their address this school year due to an 
address change are exempt from this process. 
 
This link for Residency Re-Verifications you will find more information about the documents 
required for this process. You must bring all the required documents with you.  We encourage 
you to come to the Administration Building at 389 St. Clair Avenue, Grosse Pointe by August 1.    
The office hours are: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm Monday through Thursday and 8:00 am - 3:30 pm on 
Friday.  Questions may be directed to Denise Sharples at 313-432-3083, option 2. 
 
Class assignments will not be shared in August if you have not completed this re-verification 
process. 
 
Please remember, that only one parent/legal guardian must reside within the district for their 
child to legally attend our schools. Students found to be attending without meeting residency 
requirements, are removed immediately. 
 
This is one more method to assure our community that the children in our buildings are our 
students. 
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Camp Invention Almost Full! 

 

              Have you had the chance to register your child for Camp Invention, yet?  If not, I just 

wanted to let you know that we only have a few openings left!  We are filling up quickly – 

faster than any previous year!  Mainly because alumni campers know how great our program 

is and are registering their kids quickly.  Don’t let your kids miss out!  The program is ex-

pected to be completely filled up within a few of days.  Register ASAP at the link below. 

 

               What makes Camp Invention so popular in our district?  For starters, our curriculum 

focuses on S.T.E.M. (science, technology, engineering and math!)  This exciting summer day 

experience immerses children in imaginative play that reinforces and supplements school-

year learning through inquiry-based activities.  Each day of the program week, children rotate 

through five integrated modules that require creative thinking to solve real-world challeng-

es.  Working together, children learn vital 21
st
 century life skills such as problem-solving and 

teamwork through hands-on learning… disguised as fun!  Parents know that when their chil-

dren are at Camp Invention, they  

are engaged, learning, having fun, and under the direct supervision of five outstanding, expe-

rienced teachers! 

 

 Hope to see your child there!  If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Debra Duffey, Camp Invention Program Director 

Parcells Middle School 

June 22 – June 26, 2015 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

For children who are currently entering grades 1 – 6 

For more info, contact:  Debra Duffey 

313-432-5341 or debra.duffey@gpschools.org  

Register today!  

 www.campinvention.org or 800-968-4332 

 

mailto:debra.duffey@gpschools.org
http://www.campinvention.org
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